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Table 5.1: Demand by region:  1990-2010
‘000 tpa

1990 2000 2005 2007 2008 2009 2010

CAGR 
1990-
2010

North America
1,004 1,214 1,260  1,095  961  892  926 -0.4%

Western Europe
846 1,127 1,212  1,280  1,237  1,124  1,179 1.7%

Asia-Pacific

588 1,158 1,529 1,868 1,818 1,782 2,083 6.5%

  Asia-Pacific excl. Japan/China 245
468

550  680  641  608  767 5.9%

  Japan

279
248

232  216  206  167  198 -1.7%

  China

64
442

747  972  972  1,007  1,118 15.4%

Central & Eastern Europe
73

185
254

 290  274  263  321 7.7%

Central & South America
133

238
321

 349  352  346  417 5.9%

Middle East & Africa
88

169
211

 253  244  287  335 6.9%

World

2,732 4,091 4,787 5,135 4,885 4,694 5,261 3.3%

Regionally, North American demand peaked in 2005/06 and declined until 2009, owing primarily 

to the bursting of the housing bubble and the GFC. The other regions have experienced varying 

levels of decline due to the 2008/09 global recession, with the emerging regions rebounding 

strongly in 2010, after only minor demand slowdown. Globally, North America’s influence has 

waned over time, with demand volumes now flat relative to 1990. Figure 5.3 below illustrates the 

regional demand change over time, illustrating North America’s demand decline relative to other 

regions, and likewise, Asia’s increasing influence.

Ref 7209

588

1,158 2,083 

1,007 
1,481 1,835 

1,004 
1,214

926 

133 

238 

417 

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

‘000 tonnes

0102

0002

0991

Globaldemand (%)

Asia-Pacific EMEA North America Central & South America

©TZMI 2011   
 

EMEA = Europe, Middle East and Africa

Figure 5.3:  Regional demand development:  1990-2010
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provides up-to-date commentary and independent analysis of 
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and demand scenarios, potential new sources of supply, as 
well as an outlook for coming years. The information contained 
in The Global Zircon Industry is carefully researched drawing 
on TZMI’s extensive database. It is also an essential reference 
for the industry while identifying key trends and developments 
within the sector and the broader impact on a global scale.
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This publication is a significant resource for participants in 
the zircon sector and extends to those in the mineral sands 
industry in general.  It is suitable for those wanting to maintain 
an in depth understanding of the sector, including:

•	 Zircon producers

•	 Zircon end-users including those in:

o	 Ceramics

o	 Refractories

o	 Foundries

o	 Specialty chemicals and materials

•	 New producers

•	 Mineral sands industry participants

•	 Financial industry (fund managers, hedge funds, 
investors and potential investors)

WHAT INFORMATION IS INCLUDED?
The Global Zircon Industry – Challenging new dynamics will 
provide comprehensive analysis and commentary on the following 
areas of the sector:

•	 An introduction to the sector

•	 Ceramics segment

•	 Specialty chemicals and materials

•	 Refractories and foundries

•	 Demand

•	 Supply

•	 New projects

•	 Strategic issues

•	 Profiles on all sector participants
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Figure 7.7:	 Zircon supply outlook
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